RADCAN UPDATE SUMMER 2014
Each year around 300 cancer patients have to travel from the Basingstoke area to either Guildford or
Southampton and sometimes even London for radiotherapy treatment. This represents around 7,500
sessions of treatment and may involve daily return journeys five days a week for up to six weeks! All
this at a time when patients are likely to be already at a very low ebb.
In 2012 a firm commitment was made by the Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust that a state
of the art cancer centre would be provided in the North Hampshire area. The exact location is not yet
known but in the meantime an interim Radiotherapy Unit has been built on the Basingstoke Hospital
site. RadCan is a truly local charity and all of our current fundraising efforts will support the new unit.

The new Radiotherapy Unit will be open to patients
in June 2014 and will treat around 40% of cancer
patients from the Basingstoke area. RadCan
Trustees recently visited the new unit and were very
impressed with the equipment, the staff and the
general ambience.
In December RadCan contributed £104,000 towards
the £450,000 cost of a CT Scanner for the new unit
and in March we spent £7,593 on a Bladder
Scanner and £5,000 to sponsor a garden.

We are now raising funds to purchase a piece of equipment
called a Respiratory Motion Phantom which is a state-ofthe-art breathing simulator for conducting quality assurance
testing on radiotherapy systems. When the system
downloads patient respiratory waveforms to the phantom it
is possible to simulate the breathing function. The outcome
is that the impact of the tumor motion is reduced and the
treatment is more accurate and less likely to damage
adjoining organs such as the heart. The equipment can be
used in the treatment of lung, breast and prostate cancer.
The equipment will cost in the region of £43,000 to
£45,000. RadCan has already raised £30,000 and we need
your help to raise the rest.
The purchase of the motion phantom will put the
Basingstoke Radiotherapy Unit in the top ten units in the
country.
Our founder Paulline Williams with Debra Morgan of
The AA in the seating area of the summer garden

Write to us:

Donate at Virgin Money Giving:

c/o BVS The Orchard, White Hart Lane,
Basingstoke, RG21 4AF

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charities/radcan

Donate through the Charities Aid
Foundation:

Email us at:
radcan44@yahoo.com

www.cafonline.org
Check out our website:

Phone us on:

www.radcan.org.uk

07977 372426
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